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Commander Crabb 

Sir Burke Tread i»w a copy of Sir James Dunnett's minute 
of 29th May to the Minister of State for Defence about the proposed 
BBC programme on Commander Crabb, and he has reported the 
current position to the Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister has suggested that when the B;1C finally 
approach Admiral FarnhUl for clearance of their programme, there 
might be a* opportunity for a further attempt to be *“ d * 
them to drop the idee completely. Sir Surke Trend would be grateful 
if Sir James Duunett would bear this point in nr, tad* 

l am sending a copy of this letter to Mark EUiott, 


1 M NOfcBUKT 


{B.M, Nor bury) 


A, J, H. Ward, Esq. 
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Commander Crab b ^ 2 ^ 

/3fOuS4r^ 

Thank you for your mirttfte of 12 June. 

m J he Prime Minister shares Sir Burke 
Trend s view that no further action is 

3!d ] ? d ,q a A ^ 2 1 p ; " a ^ e - he har t howev er* 
^ug^ested that, when the BBC approach 
Admiral Barnhill for clearance for their 
programme, that night provide the opportunity 

f?L a J Ur ¥ r atte ^J Persuade tfieBBC to 
drop the idea completely. 


13 June 1973 


confident: 

j ic. C Qu j>£Sy? e_ , 



12th June, 1973 
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You may like to have the latent Information we have been given by 
the Secretary of the Defence, Preee and Broadcaeting Committee about the 
proposed BBC programme on Commander Crabb- 

Admiral Farnhill ha* been told by BBC Southampton that eince they 
have been denied Minietry of Defence co-operation, and will not be allowed 
to interview witne.ee. on the programme, they have decided to go ahead 
with a documentary ueing their own reaourcee and actore, but thle will take 
eorne tune to prepare and la unlikely to be ready for eereening before the 
end of thle year or early next year. The BBC eay that they heve a new 
Informant who hat given them "much ueeful information". 

Admiral FarnhlU hae reminded the BBC of their need to eecure 
clearance for the programme; and In the light of the Prim* Mlnleter'e view 
recorded In your letter to Mr, Andrew of 28th March, Sir Burke Trend 
doea not coneider that any further action (at any rate nt thle etage) le 



IIC (*)J QIt- OAb >®y»<l . 


t. M. NOR BURT 
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12th June. 1973 
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I think Sir Burke Trend will wish to be aware of 
the latest position on the BBC T s proposed programme 
about Commander Crabb, as outlined in the attached 
letter by the Secretary, Defence Press and Broadcasting 
Committee [Flag A], 

It will be recalled that the high-level approach 
to the BBC considered at one stage was not pursued , and 
the Prime Minister agreed that no further attempt should 
be made to dissuade the BBC from proceeding with their 
programme [Folio 44 on attached File J,1061 t refers]. 



(M. E* HERMAN) 


8 June, 1973. 
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Ministry of Defence 
Main Building 
Whitehall 

Jjaj^DON, SW1A2HB 





Vmmm* ***$ June 1973 

I J.. ..---•■■ "9 

-4JUN5973 \ 

U 

Iff 



Further to my DN/0309/BPBG of 7 March 
y and subsequent minutes, I enclose a copy 
uV l of a note "of mine dated 23 May setting out 
g the latest position on the proposed BBC 
^ftorogramme on the Crabb incident together 
with one of PUS Ministry of Defence to the 
\ Minister of State, Ministry of Defence* 

^.%* PUS knows that I am copying these 

yv*notes to vou. 

4> 





/1086 

'4_ 

*o°l | 

1 £ 

snpsvoawgi 


:ary of 
:he 

* that, 
:o(jlcl to 
r only 


























M2 


PUS/73/1086 
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Monster of State 
Copies to; PS/S of S 
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US of S(RISJ) 


CXS 

VCMS 

DUS (Navy) 
Sec/DPBC- 



You should see the above minute from the Secretary o 
the Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee about the 
proposed BBC programme about Commander Crabb and all that 
I think that Rear Admiral Farnhill has done all he could 
cover the security aspect of the case and we can now only 
a.vait d evelopments f 



29 May 1977 



l>Vl j. UuUL.u^i^oalLii . h.d«,l_ 
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Reft re nee 1 •' I /O 30 1 /,jrj 


PUS 


THE GRA BB IITGTBTSHT 


I spoke to barlow (BBC Southampton) to-day about the 
proposed BBC prorramm© on Crabb. He tells ?ae that a'aac^ 
they havo bcen dor#ied 3 101) co-operation arsd v;j \\ r» 0 1; ba * 
allowed to interview witnesses on the croyramr-e, fbe~ have- 
do cidod to go ahead v;j.th. a docu'nontar j u®in^ their oim 
resources and actors. This will take a one time to pronore 
will he expensive and is unlikely to be ready for sc re on i Ta¬ 
unt :i.l the end of this year and possibly not until early in 
197 * 1 -# Harlow says be has a new informant who lias riven 
much useful information; he had seen the it era in the Daily 
Kiel 1 of 21 Pay (copy attached) and had Voted noon it." 

I said that if they were thinking of so ambitious a 
programme they would clearly want to make sure that it was 
cleared before they spent money on it. He accepted this 
so far as security considerations were concerned hut implied 
that he was unwilling to be deterred by anythin-; else. 



23 May 1973 (KH Famhill) 

Hear Admiral 
Sec HF3C . 
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Lord 

seen your 
BBC proposal for 

ho saw Sir Burke Trend’s minute of 

that he did not consider that it would be advisable 
make a further approach to try to dissuade the BBC. 
the Prime Minister feels strongly about the matter 1 believe 
therefore, that Lord Carrington would not wish to speak to 
Sir Michael Swann, He wiki in any case be unable to do so 
next week as he will be in Finland, 

J am sending copies of this letter to Sir Burke Trend 
and to Antony Acland, 


Carrinjtfbrt who is out of London today has not 
lettef of yesterday to Sir Burke Trend about the 
a programme on Commander Crabb, But when 
Trend’s minute of 20th March he indicated 

to 

Unless 
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28 i larch 1973 


HUNG 
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_ . fM* 

on ,, Fh<mk you for your letter of * 
cj ;,;arch aoout the J.B.Cs proposal 
* or a programme on Commander Crabb. 

t i j p® i 1 --;- 2 Minister has seen your 

qfl-f+, an( t ^ n ? Foreign and Commonwealth 
oooio uary s minute of 23 March; and 

w£+ he ht ? f o! h ? views of the two 
.^c_lies of State, he_has agreed that 
no j-urther attempt should be made to 
persuade tne u.B.O. not to out this 
programme on. 

I am sending copies of this letter 
to Antony Acland and Burlte Trend. 

(SGD) R.T. ARMSTRONG 


Robert Andre 1 ,7 Esa., 
Ministry of Defence. 
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md suggested that 
Programme they are 
m Ro b e r t Ann s t rong ' s 
view that one more 


Ls course. If the 


s some embarrassment, 
LII reduce the 
lat the new evidence 
;h to arouse a great 
so much has been 


Lfficulty about an 

approach to the Corporation is that the fact of our representations, 
whether successful or not, may well leak from the BBC and become an 
issue in itself* 

3* I do not think the risk worth running, and would prefer to let 

events take their course, 

I 3111 sending copies of this minute to Lord Carrington and 


Sir Burke Trend 
















A.U&K1 ... 

26 MAR 1975 


mm mmcntm 


cabinet office 


SECRET 



BRIiIE i'ilITlSTER 

PiV 73/24 


G Gums nder Crabb 



In his minute to you of 20 March Burke Trend suggested that 


4 -° 


I k night try to persuade the BBC not to show the programme they are 
preparing about Commander Crabb* I have also seen Robert Armstrong's 
letter of 22 March to Burke Trend recording your view that one more 




approach might be Made. 

2. I have some doubts about the wisdom of this course* If the 


BBC show the programme, it will no doubt cause us some embarrassment, 
though the refusal of the M.Q.D* to co-operate will reduce the 
programme's impact. I should not have thought that the new evidence 
about the incident, such as it is, would be enough to arouse a great 
deal of public interest in a matter about which so much has been 
written already. As Burke Trend suggests, the difficulty about an 
approach to the Corporation is that the fact of our representations, 
whether successful or not, may well leak from the BBC and become an 
issue in itself* 

3* I do not think the risk worth running, and would prefer to let 

events take their course, 

4. I am sending copies of this minute to Lord Carrington and 

Sir Burke Trend* 


hm f lj,n and GouauiB'cdlth Office* S»W.l 
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oh is to be made, the Prime Minis' 
be by Lord Carrington to Sir Mich: 


copies of this letter to Antony 
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The Rt. Hon, Sir Burke Trend, GCB, CVO. 
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„„ „ The Prime Minister has seen your minute of 
20 March about the BBC's proposals for a programme 
on Commander Crabb, 

Unless either the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Secretary or the Defence Secretary think otherwise 
the Prime Minister is inclined to" thin}: that one 
more approach should be made, to try to persuade 
the BBC not to proceed with the programme. 

If an approach is to be made, the Prime Minister 
thinks it should he by lord Carrington to Sir Michael 
Swann- 

I am sending copies of this letter to Antony Aclaud 
and Robert Andrew* 
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The Rt. Hon. Sir Burke Trend, GCB, CVO 
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my minute of 


I 2th February, The BBC were accordingly informed that no 
co-operation could be given by the Ministry of Defence, They seen;., 
nevertheless, to have decided to go ahead with the programme; and so 
far ae we can judge they are likely to commit themselves to it fairly 
soon. In that case it is for consideration whether, as I suggested in 
my minute of 12th February, we should make one more attempt to 
dissuade diem by discreet but direct representations at a high level. 
This would involve, I imagine, an approach either from the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Secretary or the Secretary of State for Defence to 
the Chairman or the Director General of the Corporation. I am 
rather divided about the wisdom of this, since I suppose that if it 
became known that an approach of this kind had been made and had 
^ecu rebuffed, curiosity and suspicion would merely be increased. 

On the whole, however, I think that, subject to the views of yourself 
and the other two Ministers, it n i ;ht be worth having a shot* In which 
cace, perhaps the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary would be the 
most appropriate Minister ? 

I am sending copies of this minute to Sir Alec Douglas-Home and 
Lord Carrington, 


gunies mum 


20th March, 1973 
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The Rt Hon Sir Burke Trend GCB CTO 
Cabinet Office 
Whitehall 
London SW\A 2AS 
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COMMANDER CRABB 

On learning that the Prime Minister had approved the course 
of action proposed in your minute to him of 12 February, AD3471, 

T arranged for Farnhill to write to the BBC. This he did, 
explaining that no co-operation could be b - y the of 

Defence. He has now heard from Darlow, the BBC p £ bt, ^® r undertaken 
that he is still anxious to make the programme. He has undertaken 
to let Farnhill know if the BBC does decide to go ahead and to tell 

us the approximate date when the programme will b Va Tnvitod 
lo this conversation Farnhill learned that Darlow had invited 
Admiral Denning to lunch and had said in the course of conversation 

that the BBC had now given him a budget for the p '' b ^™^ e t ^ n< BBC 
bad appointed a co-producer from London. (Darlow belongb to B 

Southampton.) 

Although Darlow has not yet told Farnhill that a firm decision 
has been taken to produce the programme the latest 1 ‘? fl ^ ™«mraitted 
received via Denning indicates that the BBC is becoming ' 

Tf therefore, we are to make higher level representations to the 
BBC as suggested in your minute of 12 February we p “ gb L P r ol| on the 
to move fairly quickly. Perhaps I could have a word with 

telephone as to how this might best be done. 
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The Rt Hon Sir Burke Trend GCB CVO 
Cabinet Office 
Whitehall 
London 5W1A 2AS 


CORIANDER CRABB 
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On learning that the Prime Minister had approved the course 
of action proposed in your minute to him of 12 February, A03/.71 
1 arranged for Farnhill to write to the BBC, This he did 
explaining that no co-operation could be given by the Ministry of 
Defence, He has now heard from Dar 1 ow, the BBC producer concerned 
that he is still anxious to make the programme, fie has undertaken 
to let Farnhill know if the BBC does decide to go ahead arid to tell 
us the approximate date when the programme will be shown. Subsequent 
to this conversation Farnhill learned that Darlow had invited 
■Admiral Denning to lunch and had said in the course of conversation 
that the BBC had now given him a budget for the programme and 

had appointed a co-producer from London, (Darlow belongs to BBC 
Southampton.) 


Although Darlow has not yet told Farnhill that a firm decision 
has been taken to produce the programme the latest information 
received via Denning indicates that the BBC is becoming committed. 
If, therefore, we are to make higher level representations to the 
BBC as suggested in your minute of 12 February we ought presumably 
to move fairly quickly. Perhaps I could have a word with you on the 
telephone as to how this might best be done. 
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Thank you for your letter DN/03Q9/DPBC of 7 March, giving 


the current position on the BBC's programme on Crabb, 

Sir Burke Trend, to whom I have passed the contents of 
your letter, is in agreement with what you propose "provided 
that we can prevent the BBC from committing themselves in advance 


by publishing the date of the programme before they send us the 
script 11 * 

No doubt you will be finding out in due course from the BBC 
whether in fact they have any date in mind yet. 





(M, E. HERMAN) 


Rear Admiral K. H. Farnhill, C,B,* Q.B.E,, 
Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee, 
Ministry of Defence, 
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I think Sir Burke Trend will wish to see the attached 
letter from Admiral Farnhill on the current stage reached In 
the BBC's proposed programme on Commander Crabb. A copy of 
the Admiral 1 s letter of 19 February to Darlow is at Folio ^4 
on the attached File* J,106l. 

It is apparent that the refusal of MOD co-operation, or 
of authority lor revelations by the naval officer, has not 
dissuaded the producer from hoping that he can still make a 
worthwhile programme, But he does not seem to be making 
much progress* I suggest that we should accept Admiral 
-arnhill*s advice that we should wait until the producer has 
submitted his script before approaching the BBC at a different 

level. If Sir Burke agrees, I will reply to Admiral Farnhill 
to this effect. 




Attachment: File J,106l, 


9 March, 1973 , 
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object of Crabb's mission had 
been. 


It appears that during ths 
Interrogation Grabb had dis¬ 
closed that he had entered the 
harbour with a small limpet 
mine secured to him. In 
accordance with his training 
he had automatically slipped 
it from his body and let it 
Sink to the seabed when he 
was pounced on. 


" But they weren't going to 
blow up the cruiser at King's 
Stairs ? " I burst out. 


No, There had been, no 
Intention of blowing it up. 
British Intelligence wanted to 
know if the Russians had 
caught up with our sophisti¬ 
cated asdic programme, and 
particularly w tether the 
cruiser was fitted with the 
equivalent of a certain type of 
asdic. 


I should explain that asdic 
(now called sonar) Is a sub¬ 
marine detection device, pro¬ 
jecting through the ship's 
bottom, encased in a retract¬ 
able dome. To And its target, 
it transmits an impulse 
through the water which is 
reflected by anything that gets 
in the way and returns a 
message to the transmitting 
vessel. 


A plane 
would be 


watching... 


If the Ordzhonikidze carried 
the type of asdic the British 
wanted to know about, it 
would emit ascertain impulse 
peculiar to that kind of set. 

The limpet mine had been 
fitted with a device which, 
picking up this impulse, would 
explode the mine. Although 
this would cause no injury to 
anyone on board, it would 
temporarily slow the ship 
down, and this would be ob¬ 
served by aircraft on the look¬ 
out for just that thing. 

If, however* the limpet mine 
did not explode after a cer¬ 
tain number of hours — I 
think Roman gave it three 
davs, though that seems rather 
a Long period—this would in¬ 
dicate that the Russians did 
not have the type of asdic 
concerned, and the mine 
would detach itself and fall 
harmlessly into the depths. 

In normal circumstances it 
Is quite certain that a man of 
Crabb’s calibre would have 
given no information about 
himself or his mission to the 
Russians. 
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But in his low state of health 
and. by all accounts, 
dan gerously affected by 
alcohol, he was unable to 
stand up to the traumatic 
experience of being over¬ 
powered under the sea, 
restored to consciousness on a 
foreign cruiser amid un¬ 
friendly faces, and subjected 
to stern questioning, scrupu¬ 
lously correct as it may have 
been. No wonder he confessed, 
And no wonder Roman was 
so pleased with himself* 


is THERE anything to pre- 
-nt you so ins over to 

p' mdV' The question came 

it Jf the blue from Roman 


at one of our routine 
meetings. 

One thing was certain about 
this little loti at ho meeting 
could I ever be sure what 
they’d want me to do next, or 
where they’d want me to go. 

I was somewhat cagey in my 
reply. 

Anyway, were we talking 
about Northern Ireland or 
Eire ? 

To my surprise Roman said 
it was Dublin he had In mind. 
He told me that if I agreed 
and we could fix a date. I 
would be booked, in at the 
Gresham Hotel under the 
name of Charles Casey of 
Bristol. 

My hotel bill would be taken 
care of, I was to have my 
meals brought up to my room, 
and at exactly 9 p.m. I would 
answer a knock on my bed¬ 
room door, when a certain 

E cntleman would inquire if I'd 
ad a pleasant journey, 

" Yes. 1 ’ 1 was to reply. 
“But 1 could do w r ith a drink.” 

11 Not a soft one, I hope” 
would bo his next line. 

Then I was to ask for an 
Irish coffee, and invite him to 
enter. He would then ring for 
drinks to be brought, and until 
they arrived and the waiter 
departed, we were only to 
exchange pleasantries. After 
that we'd discuss whatever it 
was he wanted to see mo 
about. 

It so happened that I had 
accumulated some leave from 
my clerical post In the 
Admiralty’s Underwater De¬ 
tection Establishment at 
Portland and could take a 
weekend off. It was arranged 
that I should go to Bristol on 
a Friday, take an Aer Lingus 
flight to Dublin, return on 
Sunday, and motor back to 
Weymouth. 

Roman settled the plane 
booking and said he would 
personally see me off from 
Bristol. No doubt he would 
also phone Dublin to say that 


I was airborne and on my 
way. 

Everything went as planned. 
As Mr. Charles Casey I duly 
presented myself at the 
Gresham, had a quick bath, 
and changed. There was 
plenty of time before my 
appointment, Although I had 
been instructed to order my 
meals in my room, nothing 
had been said about having a 
drink. So down I went and 
got stuck into a glass of Irish 
whiskey- 

During my second I found 
myself in conversation with a 
striking looking brunette— 
probably on the wrong stde of 
40, but no matter : where 
beauty and charm are, age 
matters not* 


Then an odd 
remark about 
Irish coffee 


It was fairly vague, inconse¬ 
quential chat until she asked 
if I knew what Irish coffee 
was. It might have been an 
Innocent remark, and certainly 
wasn't an out-of-the-way one 
in that setting. But could she 
just possibly be the “ certain 
gentleman" who was to visit 
my room at 0 p.m, ? I ex¬ 
plained what Irish coffee was, 
and she said she’d try one 
after dinner. 

She eventually departed and 
I went to mv room, ordered a 
meal to be sent up, and alter 
it had been cleared away 
waited for my visitor. 

Precisely at 9 p.m. the 
expected knock came on my 
door Half expecting to meet 
the attractive brunette I 
hurried to open it . , and 

found to my dismay a shortish, 
pudgy, balding man in his 
early Ws carrying a document 
case and what turned out to be 
a small portable radio receiver. 


We shook hands while 
reciting our identification 
phrases, and he came into my 
room. He said he had ordered 
drinks to be sent up, mine 
being a Jameson’s whiskey. 

" Haw do you know I drink 
Jameson's ? " I asked. 

“ Don't tell me you've 
already forgotten your com¬ 
panion before dinner,' 3 
He refused to tell me who 
she was, and with the arrival 
of the waiter with the drinks 
we dropped the subject. It 
was not resumed. 

On the departure of the 
waiter* my visitor locked the 
door and placed the portable 
radio against it, turned down 
fairly low. This, he explained, 
would make any eavesdroppers 
task difficult: not that he 
expected, anyone to show any 
Interest in us, but It was as 
well to be on the safe sice. 

It was standard practice: 
even in my caravan or mv 
Weymouth cottage my Soviet 
visitors always insisted on the 
radio or gramophone being on 
while we discussed things. 

He began by saying he 
wasn’t at liberty to tell me 
who he was, out for con¬ 
venience I could call hi® lop? 
if I liked. He had broken his 
journey in Eire for the express 
purpose of meeting me and 
conveying the congratulations 
of his superiors for toe sue* 
cess on the South Coast 
recently [1 had helped smuggle 
Russian agen ts ashore I 
Apparently it was inadvisable 
for him to go to London. 

I knew there had to be 
more to It than that. Thn 
wouldn't get me over to 
land and send a man up 1 ® 
God knows where lust to 
“Thank you." . ^ h 

He gave no idea where ne 
was from or where he way 
travelling to. At a smess Id 
say that the talk 
breaking his iournev wa * n tj ; 
true, but that he bad come w 
Eire specially for this mee'u'... 
Which brought me back to 
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Aftermath of a fiasco: Russia demanded explanations 


the Question of what It was 
really all about. 

From his document case he 
now produced an envelope 
containing tracings or photo* 
graphic copies of Admiralty 
charts These had been trans¬ 
posed on to paper so thin that 
they were all contained in one 
foolscap envelope. Charts are 
usually produced on heavy 
quality cartridge paper. My 
visitor was certainly travelling 
light. 

Another landing of Russian 
agents was planned. But Tony 
was perturbed because* on the 
first occasion, my car with the 
newly arrived spies had been 
stopped at a police road 
bloc*. He was not convinced 
by my assurances that road 
blocks were only established 
when someone had escaped 
from the nearby prison. He 
did not want tills to happen 
on the next attempt. 

After interminable discus- 
sir'll about possible landing 
sites, we settled for Lulworch 
Cove. 

This time I would bo re* 
qutfed to convey the “ guests 
to fttngwood in the New Forest 
instead of to Blandford 
Forum, as on the first 
occasion. 

This talk had taken us 
nearly to midnight. I thought 
we had finished lor the night; 
when he brought out a priut 
of a chart of Portland Dock* 
vard and asked me to show 
him exactly where the Under¬ 


water Detection Establishment 
was situated. 

“ /$ building teell 

mtorded o£ night ? " 

He could not understand my 
mirth at this question. It 
shook him when I told him 
that the only person in the 
place after the staff had gone 
home was a solitary night 
watchman 

“ Btif surety, with nil those 
secrets, there must be armed 
senses ? u 

I told him that I worked 
there and knew, and that he 
hud to m -V w0rd * or 
His disbetief was understand- 
flii’e ; in Russia, Poland, and 
other foreign countries, 


every Government 


most 

almost every 

building lias Its armed police 
or militia on guard, 

" V/ouId it- he possible to get 
(fiside one night to hnve o logic 

r0 Nothing- i replied, could be 
easier But he mu£t under¬ 
bid that the Establishment 
15? actually inside the Dock- 
vard, which was patrolled by 
^ few Admiralty Police at 
5l-hl Once entry to the 
Sard had been gained and 
avoided, It would be 
these do0 . r or window would 

to be left open for a 
entry, hut that was a 
minor detail- 


easy. 

have 

quiet 

very 


I went on to explain that 
not much would be gained 
from getting Into the Estab¬ 
lishment. Ail papers and con¬ 
fidential material were locked 
away each evening in filing 
cabinets and safes, and unless 
one bad expert knowledge 
there was no way of inter¬ 
preting objects seen in the 
workshops and elsewhere. He 
replied that ,i they " would be 
the best judge of that. 

“ Do (fte (i r a ug ht sme Jt 
remoue their drawings from 
fhc drawing boards before 
jfoinfr homg ? 1J 

I couldn’t reply with any 
accuracy It would have been 
thought a bit odd If I'd been 
two storeys up in the drawing 
office at going-home time 
instead of being at the ready 
In true Civil Service fashion, 
waiting for the 515 rush- 

Then came a long feasibility 
study on now to get tnto the 
Dockyard undetected. 

And finally the question I 
had been waiting for: // if 
it’&s decided to go inside the 
Establishment one night, would 
i assisf T 

Before giving an answer 
there were severa] things 1 
wanted to know. The chief 
one was what would happen to 
the night watchman in the 
unlikely event of his coming 
across anyone prowling around 


Inside the place, I knew all 
the watchmen, for they worked 
day shifts as well, and oh no 
account was I going to be a 
party to any one of them 
being Injured, 

Strict orders would be given, 
I was promised, that if the 
night watchman discovered 
anyone he should be over- 
powered and tied up with 
absolutely no violence. 

I agreed, then, to assist, 
provided the venture was 
timed for around 10 p.m„ 
when the w’atchman would be 
having his supper break in the 
messengers' room. 

So ended the meeting In 
Dublin. 

I never did discover who the 
charming brunette was, not 
did I ever see her again. One 
thing is pretty certain, 
though : my meeting with her 
was no coincidence. It was 
possible that " Tony iJ had 
seen me having a drink and, 
disconcerted, sent her hastily 
along to make sure that 3 had 
ho opportunity of getting Into 
conversation with anyone else. 

Back to work on Monday 
with, no one having had the 
slightest suspicion that I had 
been out of the country. 

But I was now committed to 
helping to break into one of 
the Navy's most secret estab- 
Ushmenta. 


NEXT: How we burgled the Navy 
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Operation Portland: A Briton who spied for Moscow presents an astounding 

new version of an affair that shocked the nation 


HOW RUSSIAN UNDERSEA SENTRIES 


CAUGHT FROGMAN BUSTER CRABB 



FOR llie lirst lime in 

nv publ kodon i n 
the West, I can te'L 
the true story of 
vi h o t happened to 
Commander Lionel 
Phillip Kenneth 
Crabb. ti.M., O B.E„ 
R,N*V.R, 

Hardly a yt*i gor-i by 
wUlHHIl ■orrif Iji?a nnngur 
atHULt Uh froauisrj wbo 
batmtieS while on a 
myjtertous mlsaiMi under 
Che Etuwian warsiH]i-t in 
PortsMeuch harbour in 
IMG, 

It 1* a»id, Tar hLJtaTlCr, 
ifemL lie ht alive »jid id 


A CARELESS remark by a woman in a pub , . , 
that, says a former member of She Portland spy 
ring, alerted the Russians to be on watch for 
British frogmen near Russian warships in 
Portsmouth Harbour, 
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by HARRY HOUGHTON 


Frogman Crabb Hough tom says he died aboard a Russian cruiser 
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any publication in 
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A CARELESS remark by a woman in a pub . „ * 
that, says a former member of the Portland spy 
ring, alerted the Russians to be on watch for 
British frogmen near Russian warships in 
Portsmouth Harbour. 


by HARRY HOUGHTON 


Hardly a. year goes by 
without, some new rumour 
about the frogman who 
vanished while on a 
mysterious mission under 
the Russian warships in 
For tamo nth harbour 
1955. 


in 


It Is said, for Instance, 
that he i^ alive and well m 
RudHta, that he Li a captain 
training Russian under¬ 
water teams at Sebastopol, 
Crabb is (Lend, 

But 1 often wonder about 
bow differently ibis a flair 
might have turned out ti ihe 
agent 1 knew a* Horn an and 
I had no t decided, to " get 
away from it ah ' one evening 
id the ' ear] 1 , spring of ISolS 
and go off nun lie country fut 
a drink at the Crown Inn at 
Puncknowle, in Dot^pl. 

There. I thought, we emild 
relax and drink together with- 
out mv bavins to rspliin »*».'■ 
or introduce any ITfend to all 
and sundry 

It was m this remote coun¬ 
try pub that Russian in ten l- 
gence got a hue gratuitously 


on British hue.tiger..-e. lie Liber 
seeking it nor expecims* U 
It just came out of ibe blue, 
Roman and I han settled 
du«m in the smallish oar. 
rapier crowded with LnraLs,, 
Roman Wiis listening, 

fascinated, Co the strong Dorset 
d.alecl of the villager*. When 
weman who worked at the 
Underwater Detection E-LAu- 
LL-biuent at Portland arrived 
We knew eacll Other quite 
well and 1 also knew that the 
man with tier was her current 
fancy, a mu'- al bod from the 
local shallow . water djvmg 
team. 

Like Roman and ihf. this 
roDple nad natr to '.lie Crown 
r.i have .i tiuieL drink where 
.. ; e, wouldn't be l£U>: 

They certainly nadn't ex¬ 
pected to bump jlixo anfOOfi 
tiiey knew, i>ut decided w put 
h good face on It and a iked ;f 
Luc, could sit at our table. 
t:*re be.ng nn room elsewhere 
I :tr. reduced Roman a- :i fr.end 
uf m,ne i:i the Merehar.i Navy 
whose dnip wiis. in Smiths rnp- 
tn£| and who bad come w pay 
mi a visit 

After a drink or two the bev 
f tend excused himself uid left 
the table and when Sir had 
departed I commented that be 


ton-gin:, 
wiaat I'd 



seemed very quiet 
quiLc different from 
imagined him to be, 

1 hadn't known him to speak 
r.n before this meeting, but 
had seen add heard him from 
rime to time Lb another pub 
I frequented 

The girl said,, 3M eUect, 
that wr- were to lake no 
notice of bu blOOd, He WRs a 
bt fed up, .vs be—or maybe it 
wus !h mi. I'm not sure after 
ai; Uiis time—bad been 
training lor something speesa: 
which had then been called 
off Hr wa< stiLi feeling a bit 
sore about it, 

The s t a t e m e n t meant 
noth inf to me. hit: Roman -aid 
idly: ' 1 ictifider cchui if 

mn ? * 

She didn't Snow— “ But 
something silly. 1 suppose. ’ 

Very soon after this Roman 
aid it «as about time be 
siartcd on his way back to 
Southampton. which 5MF- 
pri-.ed me. We had intended 
staying In the pub until closing 
time, 

Getting into the oar, ! 
suggested that a- it was early 
We should call In at a pub 
1 In Atobobi Entry and have a 
snack But be said he wanted 
to net straight back to mv 
place and collect bis to.let gear 
as hr W 3 -- returning to London 
immediately. 

When E queried this sudden 
change m our previous 
arrangements, he flSkfd if 1 
hadn't heard what the “ iaeiv 
triend' had stud 1 replied 
that no one bad '-aid anything 
of any great interest, and 
Irflbklv ru been rather bored 
by the two of them. 

" The trouble with you." f.e 
snapped, " is that you don't 
take enough nnUce of wha: 
is said tVe'd get on far belter 
if n.m'd: onlv keep vour ears 
open." 

Thoroughiv amused hr this 

outburst, l asked what -n 
earth he was driving at. Mv 
own auger was rising at his 
tone. 

That diver chap wtio'd 
been : raining for something 
special." he said. " may be 
mure important than ton 
think" 

At a Loss to understand whs t 
hi could possibly have made 
of that fragment of conversa¬ 
tion. I let the matter droo. 

He collected tils bits and 
pieces, and 1 drove bun to 
bis cur. I laud one last go, 
pul/..:lng him about this 
sudden departure 

He said : '* You do know 
who t- coming to Fori-mouth 
soon ? ' 

'Then i vaguely remembered 
having re i,d that marshal 
Bulganin ..md MSkha Ktu-to- 
chev were to pay a state visit 
to :hh country m the pear 
future, 

When t asked whai tbLs had 
i: do with his abrupt mum to 
L ondon, he merely said that 
they would i ravel to Fom — 
mouth tn a Itu tan warship 
And there might he some 
connection 


put the failure on record lit 
these terms: — 


1 During the staj to* Soviet 
warships ta Portsmouth, at 
7 30 a.m, cn April IBth sea¬ 
men on board the Soviet 
ships observed » frogman 
floating between tile Soviet 
destroyers. The frogman, 
who wore & black diving Mint 
with dippers oil his feet, 
was seen oti the surface of 
thr water for bite to two 
minutes, shad then dived 
alongside the destroyer 
Smotryasbcb t." 


'The note went on to say Hint 
Captain Kniter, in command 
of the Ordzhonikidze, had 
ratted Uie matter with the 
Commander-ln-Chier Fori s- 
mouih; and it asked fur an 
■explanation. 

There was a parliamentary 
uproar. The British Govern, 
merit apologised. And nine 
days after Grahb’s di.-ap¬ 
pearance the Admiralty 
announced : — 

H Coalman d r e crabb la 
presumed to he dead as the 
result of trials with certain 
underwater apparatus. The 
location of the trials war- m 
Stokes Bay," 

This w.i- a clear admission 
that the Admiralty tras in the 
picture at sullie stage, but all 
subsea p am- Inquiries wrre met- 
with the reply that further di-- 
closures would " not be in the 
public : merest ." 


An urgent 


meeting in 
a lay-by 


But just what did happen 
to Crabb V 1 mih uwari, as 
early a- July lSjfl of tne fuji 

Storv from th- Soviet side. 1 
could hardly have discloicd it 
at the lime I was working for 
ilte Russians; then came a 
long period of imprisonment 
followed by a spelL of parole. 

It Ls only now :b&t I’m eic.tr 
of Soviet intelligence, prthon. 
and parole, that I atu at 
liberty to make these 
dhclosuret. 

With in days of Roman * 
sudden departure from the pub 
eii route for London, I received 
an urgent summons to a meet¬ 
ing at tbe lay-tov on the 
PudelLctown-Salisbury rt■ad. 'I toe 
summons was tn tbe shape of 
advertising matter utirpursuig 
to come from lhe Sun Lite 
Assurance c o m n a u v of 
Canada. 

Roman met me there arid 
ramestLy told me Ctoav i w*:> 
to find out all 1 could about 
the project front which the 
diver wr had met had toren 
withdrawn, 

"It's essential th get ativ- 
thiiig you can on it. he said. 
■- || iji.iv b*- very important 
Indeed." _ . 

It NV T? 145 r?<pLi .Cl 

IhaE I knew noth mg 



E glut,-. It wasn't unWJ h* 
Cr .00 eat&odc hit the. 'leaw- 
hat I oegab us get i. 

giimmerhie 

It wit- lat? JuJ 11 before i met 
Roman Again, near Blpckbush* 
Airpor tn the car park O-f .k* 
E.v Hotel, 

After tea at the notel he 
rugsested a -l.ro! ~ Wc went- 
into Lite s-rruoiajld, where we 
(-..-uid be nsl'-iver aeen nor 
overheard- And then he tom 
me the truth aoout Craob- 


Purtsmouth 
Six 


men 


H'’ siurted off hv giving m* 
a Arture lij i cne necessity of 
■ ,l ktng note or evt-rythma I 
heard. Tne moit casual 
remark could lead LO some- 
tnltog of :1te utmost lrr.uor- 
tancc. Ml this led UP to his 
giving himself a pat on the 
nack tor his aAtuiencsa us 
following un and reporting 
the inuorent remark wc nad 
heard m the Crown at Punck- 
laowie. 

He cJALmcd Lii.it as a direct 
result of liis hearing that 
young woman s reuaai'k in tho 
hub. Elie OrdEbornkta^ had 
been fitted out with two wire 
lacks tav; running the lull 
length of lite ship nclow the 
waterline as » support [or 
underwater iClltriCs to lipid on 
to agmnst the ‘-irons tides 
the? would encounter m 
Harbour. 

would guard the 
[ships bottom at alt tunes and 
all states of the tide. 

Tnev didn't nave long to 
wait. B and K arrived on 
April IX and the very next 
morning the precautions bore 
ressult-s. 

In spue of the aiertiifaS 
of the underwater sentries, 
when Crabb appeared lor the 
flr-t time they lott him in the 
murky water j ot the dockyard. 

Some minutes later he waa 
encountered Aiiain. and during 
the ensuing struygle his oxygen 
was turned 00 lur long cuon?ti 
to make him pass out. His 
unconsciom t»dlv ■n. .& then 
hastily hauled nn board and 
carried toeLow out of sight, 

Bv Hi is time he was recover' 
Ing couaciou^tiess. but on being 
taken to the kick buy he pasted 
out again. Alter medical treat' 
ment he recovered and in 
answer to questions, began io 
make a canter-ion. During this 

a uvkUontBsr he colLstosed and 
Led. 

I asked whether force had 
been used on him. Roman 
as-urccl me it hadn’t His 

oointons tied in with -sorne of 

the sterile' wh^eh 'mma i r» th;« 

country later, ,irout Crabb 
being in poor physical condi- 
t.on and on the verge of 
alcoholism, 

Recovering cou-csousnrws in 
sirtuifte surrounduiKs. Crabn 
was in no fit slate to face lip 
to any stringent LilteETOgfttion. 
To have used force on him 
would haw defeated the ques¬ 
tioners' objectives. Tiiey were 
afraid or hi* dying—and he 
beat them to it by doing just 
that 

IH How do you know all 
Lhi- 7 " 1 Asked Roman. 

rue a nsw er w as straight : 
“ ffTOUi# i wan there" 

Tin- was vended later bT a 
man 1 met » couple of times 
m Dublin and also, later still, 
tov Gordon Lon-dale. Prom 
earto Ot ctoe-e three source* 
tbe alorv did not vary. 

The intention of getting 
Trabb an board »*• twofold : 
to ttoid out what the British 
wanted lo know about the ship, 
.mcl to be in the po-ition of 
humiliating them by making 
;■ !,igiia] tbAV -omenne ban 
been caught on Hie “In ns 
bottom and would thr British 
■, niease ronu and eolleeL 
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Ministry of Defence 
Main Building 
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You will no doubt h^-ve seen a copy of 
Robert A r me trough miuute to Sir Burke Trenc 
of 15 th February about Commander Crabli, 
authorising action to be taken proposed in 
Sir Burke Trend's suon ission to Jie PrL.it mi -.iil i«r, 
A 0347 1 of 12th F ebruary* Could Adm iral Farnhill 
now take the next steps? 
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Secretary: 

Rear Admiral K, H. Farnhill, C&, OSE 


Room 6370 
Ministry of Defence 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
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British Broadcasting Corporation 
Southampton Studio Centre 
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Southampton SG9 IFF 
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I thought it best to give you as full an answer as possible 
to your letter of 31 January instead of confining myself to 
1 D' Notice aspects and have consequently had to consult others, 
which accounts for the delay in replying. 

You say there are two ways of presenting your programme* one 
with official cooperation which would involve the participation of 
a naval officer and the other involving only your own reporting 
team and without official cooperation. 

Bo far as the first is concerned, I ax informed that nc 
indemnity can be given for any naval officer or rating, whether 
serving or retired, to divulge official information. This means 
in effect that no such person could appear on your programme with¬ 
out putting himself at risk- As regards your second course, nc 
authorisation has been given or will be given for the release of 
information beyond that already published about the Craho eoisoce 
of 1936, and no official cooperation in the making of a programme 
about that episode is to be expected¬ 
it, despite what I have said* you still foci that M an 
authoritative and definitive film of real archive value" is 
practicable and decide to go ahead, the possibility of contraveniy. 
a ’ D 1 Notice might still arise, but I should need to study the fal¬ 
se rip t before offering a firm opinion whether anything in it was in 
fact co\ r ered by 1 jj' Notices- All I can do at present is uncertake 
to deal as quickly as possible with any script you may decide to 


produce- 
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I thought it best to rive you as full an answer as possible 
to your letter of 31 January instead of confining myself to 
'D* Notice aspects and have consequently had to consult others, 
which accounts for the delay in replying. 

You say there are two ways of presenting your programme, one 
with official cooperation which would involve the participation of 

- — 3 involving only your own reporting 

eration. 



So far as the first is concerned, I am informed that no 
nity can be given for any naval officer or rating, whether 


serving or retired, to divulge official information* ibis moans 
in effect that no such person could appear on your programme with¬ 
out putting himself at risk* As regards your second course, no 
authorisation has been given or will be given, for the release of 
information beyond that already published about the Orabb episode 
of 1956, and no official cooneration in the making of a programme 
about that episode is to be expected. 

If, despite what I have said, you still feel that "an 
authoritative and definitive film of real archive value" is 
practicable and decide to go ahead, the possibility of contravening 
a ‘D 1 Notice might still arise, but I should need to study tae iu„ 
script before offering a firm opinion whether anything in it was in 
fact covered by f D' Notices, All I can do at present is unoertale 
to deal as quickly as possible with any script you may decide vo 
produce. 




*Ttnj akiuuv vy uiq mruier spy narry nougneon lasc summer (in an article 
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Commander 



The Prime Minister agrees that , \ 
you should nroceed as you propose in J 2 - • 
your minute* of 12 February. i;' Q 

I am sending copies of this minute 
to Antony Acland and Robert Andrew. 
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$ Sir Burke Trend has asked me to send you the 
enclosed copy of the submission he p it to the Prime 
Minister last night about the programme the P ^C 
propose on Commander Crabh, 


sion about a proposal by 
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Commander Crabb 




On 26th April, 1972, I sent yon a submission about a proposal by 
the BBC to produce a TV programme on the Crabb episode in 1956 - a 
programme which would include certain new information which, the BBC 
alleged, they had obtained from a retired naval diver who was still alive 
but was reluctant to participate for fear of disciplinary reprisals by the 
Ministry of Defence, 

You approved a reply to the BBC to the effect that we could not 
provide them with official assistance for the purposes of this programme; 
that we advised them strongly to clear any script with the Secretary of the 
■D 1 Notice Committee: and that any individual appearing on the programme, 
in order to relate his experiences while in Government service, should 
consider his position carefully. 

Thereafter there was silence until the BBC revived the project 
last December, They now envisage producing a programme later this 
year; and, once again, they are on the track of fresh information which 
could be embarrassing. Their original ex-naval contact has clearly had 
second thoughts and has backed out of the picture. But they claim now to 
be in touch with a "serving senior naval officer" who is prepared to 
disclose - always provided that this does not expose him to disciplinary 
action - that, in addition to the operation undertaken by Crabb, a quite 
separate diving operation was planned by the Navy against the Russian 
cruiser; that this second operation was officially cancelled before it took 
place; but that it was nevertheless carried out as a wholly unofficial 
enterprise* The BBC T s current contact is said to have been one of those 
who took part in it; but the Ministry of Defence have so far been unable 
to identify him* 

The BBC have now, in effect, offered the Secretary of the ’D" 

Notice Committee the choice between a production with, or without, 
official co-operation - the latter entailing, of course, the use of the material 
to be provided by the "serving senior naval officer". They maintain that a 
programme of this kind would discredit the version of Crabb’s death which 
put about by the former spy Harry Houghton last summer (in an article 
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in the Sunday Express of 11th June 1972). i. e. that Crabb was caught by 
Russian undersea sentries. But this seems a very thin justification; 
and it is pretty clear that the BBC's real motive is to tell a good story, 
which they think that they have extracted from a Government who are anxious 

to hush it up. 


THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS 
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4) 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT j 


In these circumstances we ought to prevent the programme from 

be prepared to consider abandoning, it if our reply to their request fo- 

co-operation steered them in this direction. It might be necessary, for 

this purpose, to reinforce the reply with discreet representations a. a ntg 

level; and. if this proves to be necessary, I will let you know. As regar 

the reply itself, however, we should clearly refuse all official co-oper* ion, 

and this is the more so in the light of the new information which has now 

become available, since we could hardly avoid being drawn into 

discussion about the unauthorised operation and this could > 

refusal of Help and tell the 

indeed, We should therefore repeat our earlie 

1 1(J . vetting the completed 

BBC that we can give them no assistance excep > 

rr-.:::: :n -—- *• -r - 

.. . co divulge official information, 

naval officer, whether serving or retired, to an g 
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To judge by what we have been told, the officer currently concerned 

unlikely to consent to appear without some degree of official permission- I 

and there is therefore a reasonable chance that, on this aspect of the 

matter at least, the BBC will have to choose between making unsubstantiated 

statements without a witness or saying nothing at all, May we proceed 

accordingly ? 

I am sending copies of this minute to the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and the Secretary of State for Defence 
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1 2th Fedruary, 1973 
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COMMANDER CRABB 


I attach a draft submission to the Prime Minister 
as requested at yesterday T s meeting* 

Admiral Farnhill now tells me that he believes 
there is a chance of persuading the BBC, at a high 
level, not to proceed with the programme* He will be 
discussing this point with Sir Burke when he sees him 
at 12.30 to-day* I have not attempted to incorporate 
this thought in the present submission* 


. 0*^ - 


[M, E* HERMAN] 


7 February, 1973* 


Enclosure 
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DRAFT SUBMISSION TO THE PRIME MINISTER 


I wrote to you on 27 April 1972 about the BBC's 
proposed television programme about Commander Crabb, 

You will recall that at that time the BBC claimed to 
be in touch with a retired naval diver who could give 
them fresh information. You approved a reply from the 
Ministry of Defence to the BBC saying that we could not 
provide official assistance with the programme, that D 
Notice clearance of the script was advisable and that any 
individual appearing on the programme to relate his 
experiences while in government service should consider 
his position, 

It is now clear that the BBC wish to go ahead with 
the programme if at all possible, and are planning for 
production sometime this year. Their original ex-naval 
contact has got cold feet, but they claim now to be in 
touch with a "serving senior naval officer 11 who is 
prepared to tell his story on television provided this 
does not lead to disciplinary action. The BBC now Know 
{from one or other of their contacts, or a combination of 
the two) that, in addition to the operation undertaken by 
Crabb, a separate diving operation was planned by the Navy 
against the Russian cruiser. They have also got wind of 


[the fact 
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the fact this second operation, although officially 
called off, nevertheless took place as an unofficial 
enterprise. The BBC's latest contact (the serving 
officer) is said to have been one of those who dived; 
the Ministry of Defence have so far been unable to 
identify this officer, but there seems no reason to 

doubt the claim- 

The BBC producer has now written to the Secretary, 

Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee offering m 
effect the choice of production with or without official 
co-operation. It is clear that, in asking for official 
co-operation, the main point which he has in mind is 
permission for one of the naval officers to participate 
in the programme, using an officially agreed form of 
words. He has put it to us that the story of this 
second operation would discredit the version of Crabb’s 
death (that he was caught by Russian undeisea 
put about by Harry Houghton last summer. The relevance 
is marginal; though no doubt a connection coul 
demonstrated in a TV programme. Clearly the producer s 
real motive is that he has stumbled across a good story 

and wishes to tell it* 

. . . .. a. t r w ith those concerned 

I have discussed the matte* 

„ Office and Ministry of Defence, 

the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

_ utfVLild reveal that the 
on the assumption that the programme would 

[second 
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sBpond operation was piitincd, and took place without 
official approval * From security viewpoint, such 
revelations at a distance of 17 years would not be 
dii'sctly dama^in^ to our intell ijjcncs 01 defence 


The fact of a sensitive operation of this 


kind having taken place apparently in defiance of 
instructions could cause public comment; but provided 
no official confirmation was given of the story, this 
should not be serious. The main objection to the 
programme is the damage which it might do to our relations 
with the Russians. If these remain as they are at present, 
it is unlikely that it would make them chillier. There 
is however the risk that it would give the Russians an 
excuse to be obstructive about the measures (including 
an exchange of naval visits) which are now under 
consideration to improve relations, leading up perhaps 
to your own visit to the USSR next year. In this 
context the programme could do harm, especially if wc are 
unable to influence the timing of its presentation. But 
the risk of serious damage does not seem suflicient to 
justify an approach to the BBC to get it stopped, 
could not claim a genuine ’’security" interest, Iheie 
are doubts whether the D Notice procedure could be hel 
to cover all aspects of the operation; and we should 
invite the usual charge of attempting to suppress 
legitimate criticism of past events, [Though 
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Though these factors suggest that we should not 
try to stop the programme, offering official co-operation 
would be a different matter. It might be difficult to 
avoid an admission about the unauthorised operation; 
and it would in any case be a dangerous precedent. The 
only likely benefit - that we might be able to influence 
the content and timing of the programme - hardly seems 
to balance the risks. (We can of course still try an 
approach to the Director General of the BBC if it turns 
out that the date proposed for screening is diplomatically 
unsuitable.) 1 believe therefore that we should tell 

the BBC that we are unable to assist, except by vetting 
the completed manuscript from a D Notice angle; and repeat 
our warning that no advance clearance can be given for the 
naval officer to divulge official information. It seems 
from what we have been told that he is unlikely to consent 
to appear without some official backing, so there is a 
reasonable chance that on this aspect of the Crabb affair 
the BBC producer may have a choice between making 
unsubstantiated statements, without a witness, or saying 
nothing at all. 

You may wish to consult the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and the Secretary of 
State for Defence, who are receiving copies of this minute* 
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BRITISH broadcasting corporation 
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318* January, 1.973 


Dear Admiral, 

Thank you for your help in arranging our meeting with the 
Director of Naval Security regarding a documentary programme on 
Commander Crabb* 

Clearly the problem is to make an authoritative and 
definitive film which will be of real archive value * At the 
same time we wish to put in its true perspective an affair which 
has been grossly distorted in the past - including one recent 
account which achieved national prominence. 

There are two ways of presenting such a programme****,,* 

1. With official co-operation, and as far as possible in 


the voices of those concerned. 

Here we recognise that for security reasons it may not 
be possible to fully-discuss certain details* Even 
where there are no longer security obstacles - as in 
the case of the "2nd Operation*' - we will be prepared to 
agree a form of words which could then be told by one 
of the Naval Officers concerned* 


the alternative is: 

2* The facts of the Crabb affair (insofar as they ere 
known) told by our reporting team, acting without 
official co-operation* 


Continued/ 





































2 


_ , + -,. 0 Trirt feel* would, be "the most 

The first alt “ B ®ties oonceraed. Since we axe assured 
satisfactory for all parii ® matters of security involved, 
that there are no litl0 £i considerations. We therefore 

there remain the pure y P _ e * government departments involved 
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Crabb affs-ir h 

* 1*0 be timely-..-* vie are well 
Such a documentary ^ r (overseas) media who are 
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actively prospecting the traBD si J 

that we can destroy# 

- - a nf our script on the "2nd Operation" 

for /oof oo-LSofS'lSi !««.* » *“ >“ 

^Yours sincerely. 


(Vv * ^ 

(David Earlow) 
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S6 prestrand Broadcasting Committee, 
Ministry of Defence, 
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PRECIS OP PROPOSED SCRIPT 


OR *2M OPERATION 1 


1* Houghton's story is discredited by new information 
that has come into our possession#**«,* 


2* An espionage operation was planned against the 
Russian warships by a specialist team of divers 
from the Royal Navy's Underwater Weapons and 
Countermeasures Establishment at H*M*5# Vernon 
in Portsmouth* 


3* That operation was cancelled* It went ahead 
nevertheless* Who gave the order is still not 
known* There is a strong possibility that it 
was carried out on an unofficial basis, without 
Whitehall's knowledge * * 


4* While the Russian ships were anchored at 

Portsmouth, the frogmen entered the water* They 
were seeking important information on the Russian's 
sonar equipment - fixed to the underside of the 
ship# The men located and examined the apparatus, 
and brought baok intelligence material of 
considerable value* 


What they didn't find were any of the preparations 
listed by Houghton - patrols of underwater sentries 
clinging to staywires that had been rigged to the 
ship's hull# 


6 * We know the names of some of the men who took part 
in this operation* They are forbidden to talk 
about it on television bv the Official Secrets Act 
although the Navy acknowledges- that after 17 years 
national security is no longer at stake* 
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BBC TELEVISION PROGRAMME ON 
COMMANDER CRABB 



l^ter JgoeVJ^S 7 f a :L^ e ^vid D MilL^r 

came to see me on 25 Januar vs? ^p^uce and present the Crabb 
To. .‘Sc'S'lSSd Hth it. Colonel »• 

Toniow said Bat .!« B» S5S “ 

a BBC South project, it R ^ d - now - j^ bBC Wished to go ahead with it 
screening, probably on BBC 2. ^ -«-bat the Grabb affair was 

if at all possible because they bel_- they had obtained new 

still of great public interest an__ t the accounts put out 
evidence which in their opinion in the Sunday 

by Houghton in his book Ooera 1 ^ s y. owe d they claimed, that a 
Times Magazine, fhis new evxde^ ^ Crabb had been mounted 

separate operation ^cm that undertaken by Cruis and had 

By Naval personnel who had ^/?L^ouipnent said by Houghton to 
found no trace of Crabb or ° f * h ; h |% h i p bv the Russians themselves 
>,qvp been placed on the hull o_ the ^ni , They were in 

as a counter to possible underwater a 7* claimed to have 

contact with a "Serving Senior Naval Office^ ^ ^ st in 

taken part in this operation and was p assured that he would 
f-ront of the cameras provided he covi - nfi r>ects at risk by so 
not be putting himself or his "Serving Senior Naval Officer 11 

doing. Barlow wanted to knowifthi 'subject to what he 

sa'A^ss.’vsa? .^j^wrirassa^. 

was'tlco^edlf^t we could stop anything being sard that ough 
not to be said- 

/Colonel Macafee 
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Colonel Maeafee explained the effect of the OSA and said 
that the "Serving Senior Naval Officer 11 would he in breach of 
that Act if he imparted information* classified or unclassified, 
which he had acquired through his Service unless the release of 
that information had been specifically authorised. Ibis rather 
naturally prompted the Question whether* since all this had 
happened almost 1? years ago* release could be authorised* to which 
we"replied that neither of"us was able to venture an opinion on 

partly because we did not know vrtiether the story was true or 
fabricated and partly because* as trie rabb at fair had at the tj.me 
proved the subject of an exchange of notes between HM and the 
Goviet Government* it was beyond our competence* 

ifter considerable discussion in which Darlow stated that the 
"Serving Senior Naval Officer" had not so far told him anything 
and would not do so until he had received a clearance* we agreed 
that we could not proceed further until we had seen a synopsis of 
the script of the programme which Darlow promised to send to me as 

soon as possible* 
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3 instructed by the dic( ) at their meeting on 
14 ecember, X have told the Jecretnry of the Cabin©! of the 
Coaj~ittee t s latest discussion on thin subject. In hie reply 
Jir Curk© Trend has asked that I should keep bin, informed of 
any further developments, since at some stage, when it Is 
known how the script emerges for vetting, he may wish to 
minute the Prime Lluister. I should therefore be most 
grrtoful if you could continue to keep i © informed oi develop 
meets in the case, 

1 am copying this letter to UjI* 
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I attach a copy of a letter dated 19 lecember f 


gT) reference J.10G1/Je.0483, from me to ndmlral I’arnhill, 


asking him to keep me informed of developments in the 
case of the BBC TV programme on Commander Or abb* 

It occurs to me that there may be aspects of the 
case (e,L%j action by MOD security authorities to forestall 
leaks to the BBC) which might not necessarily fall within 
the province of Secretary JJPBC to report. In view of 
Sir Burke Trend's interest in the case l should be very 
grateful if you could arrange for me to be kept in the 
picture on any major developments* 


[M, E„ HERMAN] 


Lnclosure 


Vice- drairal iir Louis l© Bailly, K * B, E » t C,b* f 
ministry of defence. 
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COMMANDER CRABB - TELEVISION PROGRAMME 


. /» 


1 When JIC(A) discussed this subject at their meeting 
yesterday, the Committee instructed me to keep Sir Burke 
Trend informed. I would therefore be grateful if you 
would draw Sir Burke's attention to the attached record 

of the Committee's discussion. 

2. For ease of reference I am also attaching a copy of 
JIC(A)(72)(SEC)186 which was the paper under consideration 

/ 

by the Committee. 

3. Sir Burke may wish to know that the Director General 
of Intelligence has undertaken to keep Sir James Dunnett 


informed. 


fM. E. MERMAN] 
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joiwt intelligence wmrmE (a) 

C0NEI3EMT1AL AJJNEX 
JIC(A) (7£) 43 th Meeting Minute 5 
THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 1972 at 11.00 am 

5 COMMANDER CRAEB - B 3 MTCEIQN FROCSLAMME ^ 

Previ0UE referenoe: JIC(A)(72> 15th Meeting, *«*• 7. 

the SEOHETAKT, introducing Jic( a)( 72 )(SEC) Iflfi, * note on this subject, 

sal d -that ho thought the Co^ittee would wish to he appraieed of this 
latest development. He had received recent confirmation freo admiral 
that the script of the proposed television program on Comber ra , 
would, if it materialised, he submitted for votting under the D Notice 
procedure. The only action that could he taken at present was to war* the 
SBC* a new alleged contact of the dangers of making any unauthorised 
disclosures. Arrangements were in hand hy the Ministry of Defence to 
attempt to identify the officer concerned end warn hi™ accords 


The Committees 

1 Took note of the statement hy the Secretary and instructed him 
to keep the Secretary of the Cabinet informed. 

2 . Invited the Ministry of Defence to keep the Committee informed 

i* Vh 'l In 1—r. ■W enffl 1 l"Tnt1(l An"t ^ di 


Cabinet Office 

15 December 1972 
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You will have seen that I have put the latest 
information about the BBC’s television programme on 
Crabb on the agenda for next week's JIC( ) 

[ JIC{* ) {72) (SEC) 186 dated 7 December], My reason for 

writing to you now is that in my Secretarial Note 
I deliberately did not include one piece of information 
mentioned by / dmiral Denning* This w<,s that the BBC’s 
new informant or contact is apparently still serving in 
"Vernon", One presumes from this that, if it is true, 
he could he identified without too much difficulty and 
warned off the course by the MuD authorities, 

I did not broadcast this point to the Committee 
since action against a Serving Officer on a basis of 
information volunteered to the Secretary DPBC might be a 
delicate matter to handle. However, I feel you should be 
aware of this possibility of Identifying the contact, as 
the question of Mud action to forestall new disclosures 
to the BBC is almost certain to arise in Thursday’s 
discussion. It is very probable that you will have heard 


[about 


Vice-Admiral Sir louis Le Bailly, K,B,E t , C,B., 
Ministry of Defence. 
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about this either direct from Admiral Oenniag or 
from other sources within the MOD, but I thought I 
nOuld v rite you this note just to mahe sure* 


[H* E. HERMAN] 
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JIC(A)C72)(SEC) 186 



7 December 1972 
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CABINET 

JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE (a) 
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1, The Committee will wish "to he informed that the Secretary of the 
Defence, Press and Broadcasting Committee has learnt that plans for the 
BBC television programme on Crabb, in abeyance for some months, have been 
revived and funds voted for production some time in the New Year* 

Admiral Denning haE again stressed to the producer concerned, 

Mr Barlow, that he ± B in no position to give clearance for Darlow's 
contact to talk to the BBC* ’The contact, apparently a serving officer, 
who had been involved in the Crabb case, is unwilling to co-operate with 
the BBC without prior security clearance. 

2, Admiral Denning has therefore advised Darlow that his contact should 
first get in touch with his own security officer before entering into any 
discussions of his experiences with the BBC* 

3 , The Committee Pay wish to- consider what action, if any, needs 
to he taken at this stage, I am accordingly placing this item 

on the Agenda for the JTG(a) meeting on THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 1972- 


Signed M E HERSiAN 
Secretary- 

Joint Intelligence Committee 


Cabinet Office 
7 December 1972 
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inters at ion ha bar, unearthed the true story concerning the operations 
of the naval diving team”. Dnrlow was told that any introduction of 
this aspect would be contrary to "D» Hotices, and ho has given a firm 
assurance that he would consult with Admiral Donning and submit any 
sesnario and script under the "D" Hot ice system. 

Signed D E Chamberlain 
for Secretary 

Joint Intelligence Committee© 

Cabinet Office 
3 July 1972 
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COMMANDER CR/iBB: PROPOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME 
Previous Referencei JIC(a)C?2)(SEC) 101 


The BBC producer concerned, Mr Barlow, has informed 

Vice-Admiral Sir Homan Denning that he has discovered that his diver 
informant (see reference) had net, as claimed, teen involved in the 
intelligence operations. However, Kr Barlow had teen put in touch 
with an officer who had teen involved hut who was not willing to 
co-operate with the EBC without security clearance. Admiral Denning 
told Darlow that he was not in a position to give such security 
clearance hut felt sure that any approach to the security authorities 
concerned wodld meet with the strongest advice to his contact not to 
discuss his experiences vith the BBC, 

2. Darlow mentioned that he tad read Houghton's article in the 
Sunday depress dated 11 June 1972.on the Crabh cose, which had furtlu 
aroused his interest, and that he would still like to undertake a 
film on Crabh. Admiral Denning comments that "clearly from his 



he has unearthed the true story concerning the operations 


Signed D E Chamberlain 
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C J Child Esq 
Historical Section 
Cabinet Office 
Queen Anne’s Chambers 
41 Tothill St 
LONDON SW1H 9JX 
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BBC PROGRAMME ON COMMANDER CRABB 

Reference: D/N/0309/DPBC of 23 May 1972 

Parker phoned me on 20 June having just returned from a holiday, 
i Before preceding on holiday, he had informed me that he had discovered that 
his original informant was not a member of the naval team which operated 
against the Russian cruiser, but he had been put in touch with an officer who 
had been but the latter was unwilling to talk.without security clearance, 1 told 
him that I was not in a position to give security clearance and 1 was sure that 
any approach to the security authorities would meet with the strongest advice 
to his contact not to talk. 

Whilst on holiday he had read Houghton's story in the Sunday Express 
concerning the Crabb case which had further aroused his interest and he was 
still very keen to do a film on Crabb, Clearly from his conversation he has 
unearthed the true story concerning the operations of the naval diving team* 

I told him that any introduction of this aspect would be contrary to ’D’ Notices* 
However, 1 fear he may be determined to introduce some element of it but I 
have his complete assurance he will consult me and submit to me any scenaiio 
and script. 
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AUS(D STAFF) 
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Head of DS5 
Head of DS11 
Head of C2(AD) 
DPR(N) 

FCO (Mr Rose) 


BBC PRO GRAMM E ON COMMA ND ER CRA BB 
Reference: D/N/G309/DPBC of 23 May 1972 

Parker phoned me on 20 June having just returned from a holiday. 
Before proceding on holiday, he had informed me that he had discovered that 
his original informant was not a member of the naval team which operated 
against the Russian cruiser,, but he had been put in touch with an officer who 
had been but the latter was unwilling lo talk without security clearance. I told 
him that 1 was not in a position to give security clearance and I was sure that 
any approach to trie security authorities would meet with the strongest advice 
io his contact not to talk. 

Whilst on holiday he had read Houghton's story in the Sunday Express 
concerning the Crabb case w T bich had further aroused his Interest and he was 
still very keen to do a film on Crabb. Clearly from his conversation he has 
unearthed the true story concerning the operations of the naval diving team. 

I told him that any introduction of this aspect would be contrary to D Notices. 
However, I fear he may be determined to introduce some element oi it but I 
have Ms complete assurance he will consult me and submit to me any scenruio 

and script. 
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JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE (A) 


COMMANDER CBABB: PROPOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME 
Previous Reference: JIC(A)(72) 15th Meeting, Minute 7 

1* Following the Committals discussion at reference, the Ministiy of 
Defence replied to the BBC on the lines Indicated in discussion. The reply 
was also seen and approved in draft by the Secretary of the Cabinet and the 
Prime Minister* 

2* The BBC producer concerned, Mr Barlow, has now informed 
Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning that the wife of the diver who might 
have appeared in the programme was highly strung and was against her 
husband taking part in the reconstruction of events concerning Grabb* 

In the circumstances, Darlow does not consider it wise to press matters 
further at present. If and when he finds it possible to proceed with the 
programme, Darlow has given an assurance that he will keep in touch with 
Admiral Denning, 
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You mentioned to me the other day that when you consulted 
the Prime Minister about the above case he commented on the time 
it had taken the Ministry of Defence to deal with it* 

I asked my people to look into this. The fact of the 
matter is that the BBC producer concerned got in touch, in the 
first instance, with an information officer on the Navy 
Department's side here and I am afraid it took the Navy 
Department two months before they brought the matter to the 
attention of the Central Staffs in the Ministry of Defence, 



j They have been duly admonished 
I am afraid this is one o 


I am afraid this is one of those cases that happen from 
time to time when a number of people, not knowing quite what 
to do with the issue before them, shuffle the papers between 
themselves, 
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Commander Crabb 

The prime Minister approves the draft y 
letter attached to your minute of 27 April* 

He thinks that it is deplorable that it 
has taken two months and three weeks to reply 
to the B.5.C. 1 s letter. .He will be grateiux 
if you will ra&ice an immediate inquiry into the 
cause of the delay, so that those responsible 
can be rebuked and action taken to ensure that 
it does not happen again. 
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Commander Crabb 



The BBC are considering the production of a 30-minute TV 
programme on the mysterious disappearanee of Commander Crabb 
In 1956. They claim that almost the whole of this programme will 
consist of material which has already been published; but they profess 
to have obtained certain additional information from another diver who 
U still alive but is reluctant to appear for fear of reprisals by the Ministry 
•f Defence! The BBC maintain that this Individual whose identity they are 
not prepared to disclose at this stage will say that Crabb died in Stokes Bay* 
This* so far as It goes, is In line with the official version of Crabb 1 * death, 
i*e* that he died while testing new apparatus in Stokes Bay* But there can, 
*f course, be no certainty that this new witness would necessarily confine 
hisftself to this story once he appeared before the cameras. 

The matter has been considered by the FCO and the Ministry of 
Defence, who have agreed the attached draft letter to the BBC* 1 am 
rather doubtful whether this will prevent either the BBC from making 
the programme or the unidentified individual from taking part In it* 

But given the amount of information about the Crabb affair which has 
already been published (particularly by the Sunday Times in their colour 
supplement some time ago) I doubt whether we can press our objections 
any more strongly - or whether we should be wise to try to do so* It 
1 an not do our relations with the Soviet Government much good, particularly 
if the new witness conErms that we sent divers under the Soviet ships* 

But it is perhaps not likely at this interval after the event to do them 
much harm* 


BURKE TRrNH 


27th April* 1972 
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HBC PROGRAMME ON COMMAND ER CR ABB 

X. 7/e spoke. I gather that the JTC machinery has 
not yet submitted to you the slightly revised version 
of the MOD draft which was agreed at the JTC (A) meeting 
on 20 April. I had therefore better send it to you 
myself, cooy attached* The Ministry of Defence i.=. perfe* 
content with it and, if you are too, could you p' 1 ease te 
phone AUS (NS) (Federal 2216) or Head of DS 5 (Federal 2, 
so that the letter can be issued as soon as poesin' 1 ©, 

2. Otherwise, JIC(A) invited the Ministry of Defence 
’■to ascertain the stage which the programme had reached 
and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office accord¬ 
ingly”. ’Ye are taking this up. 



PTE ENGLAND 
AUS (Defence Staff) 


25 April 1972 


SECRET 
























. ■ j^‘7 **<■{' 


UK EYES ONLY 

^PPDCT 

w '■■w uC| 
UK LYE S CK1Y 

SECRET 




SfCrfWO 


. ^ rite 


*S"^F n ‘ : ^ • ^ , 


•A’ 


l- 



\ 


JfCoC 


Vu*~J l ~\ 1 *"A 
lO ^ 




1^ 


- ^ 


B3 


phone, DGI put this natter before the JIC this 
the view that our response should he a low level 
a high level approach to the BBC. They therefore 
ch might go from LPH(Kavy) and felt that its 
t. They therefore asked if we would harden the 
new draft which TGI feels reflects the attitude 
grateful if you would consult us again before 
;o the draft i 


wx 

£ lu*. 

*x £jz ” % i 

*» 1.--- 

4 

19 Apr.72 


to know that, apart from I-iOD aspects of the 
issod in Committee emanated from the ?CC 5 who are 
raes such as this should not appear at a time 
ieginning at last, to blossom a little. The 
any news about the BBC’s intentions in this 




I DAVIES 
■Vg Cdr 


/ 


><& our 

/DIGGED E 

4148, Ext 6035 


11 


SECRET 

■M ■ I ■ 1 I —t 

UK EYES JDRLY 

ctzr* 

v \ L_ £ 

' 1 •' rvi-r V 


-- i 





















UK. EYES ONLY 

spr p pt 

■W £*-*# ''l-tT l S | 

uk Eras cely ' 

SECRET 


UvSE T.T’UTE 


B/DISS 3 G 4 /V/ 6/9 

Hd PS 5 

Copy toi 
ATJS(kS) 

ATJS(D Staff) 

See JIC 


.'V' ^ ' v 

/ ~\y\ ■ ■ 

AUS (O. STAFF f 


iONDOi-. 


BBC PROGRAMS OS CCI.J'-Ah ilKR CltABB 

1 As I told you on the telephone, MI put this ratter before the JIC this 
* ^ z tu. viev r that our response should he a low lev*,, 
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+o have replied earlier to your letter 
1 I m sorry not to 

vour proposal to make a television programme 
9 February concerning Zr° u 1 

abou t the late Condor Lionel Crabb. 

2 I have consulted my colleagues on this natter and I an sorry 
to have to tell you that there seems no way in which we can assist 
you, except to advise you strong to clear any script you nay 
produce with Vice Admiral Sir German inning, Secretary of the 
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COMMANDER CRABB 


At their meeting on Thursday, the JIC(A) discussed 
the proposed television programme on Commander Crabb and 
a copy of the relevant minute is attached, 

2 The Defence Intelligence Staff have now amended the 
original draft reply to the BBC to reflect the Committee's 
discussion and I understand that Peter England will be 
sending a copy of this amended version to Sir Burke Trend 
for final approval before despatch to the BBC, 

3, The Ministry of Defence have not yet finally decided 
the details of their separate approach to the BBC in order 
to ascertain how far the programme has proceeded but the 
approach may be made by Naval Press Relations through 
Admiral Denning, 


[M, E. HERMAN] 
24 April, 1972, 
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d* The draft reply from the Ministry of Defence to the BBC producer 

concerned should be amended to avoid giving the impression that the 

subject was exceptionally delicate, whilst still discouraging the whole 

project and especially the production of new evidence. The BBC 

should be invited to submit the script of any programme to 

Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning# 

2. Invited the Ministry of Defence - 

a. To reply to the BBC or the lines indicated! 

h. To ascertain the stage which the prograjme had reached 
and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office accordingly, 

c. To inform tho Committee of the outcome in due eours’. 
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COMMANDER CR/iBB: PROPOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME 

Previous reference to Commander Crabbs JIC(A)(69) 7th Meeting Minute 7 


SIR HAROLD MAGUIRE said that the BBC had approached the Director of Naval 
Press Relations on the subject of a proposed television programme on 
Commander Grabb. The Secretary of the Defence Press and Broadcasting 
Committee had advised that no assistance should be offered but that the BBC 
should be invited to submit the script of any programme to him under the *D* 
notice system for any necessary amendment on security grounds. The BBC 
claimed that some new information was available from a diver who had also 
been involved in the intelligence operations and who had been formerly 
employed by the Ministry of Defence* 


The following main points were made in discussion - 

a* It would be difficult to persuade the BBC completely to abandon the 
programme on security grounds in view of the amount of material which 
had already been published on Commander Crabb. 


b. However, the new material might well be damaging. 

o. Even if now revelations could be prevented, a programme on Crabh's 
activities would he undesirable at the present juncture in the light of 
FCO*s endeavours to normalise relations with the UoSR. 


d. The draft reply from the Ministry of Defence to the BBC producer 
concerned should be amended to avoid giving the impression that the 
subject was exceptionally delicate, whilst still discouraging the whole 
project and especially the production of new evidence. The BBC 
should be invited to submit the script of any programme to 


Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning* 

2, Invited the Ministry of Defence 


a> To reply to the BBC on the lines indicatedj 

x. mo ascertain the stage which the programme had reached 

^d to inS the Foreign and C^monwealth Office accordingly, 

o. To inform the Committee of the outcome in duo course. 
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THE CHAIRMAN summing up the discussion, said tb&t tho ropHj fro^i the 
Ministry of Defence should he sent to the BBC, emended on the lines 
Indicated In discussion. It would also be helpful if some suitable approach 
could be made to ascertain how far the BBC programme and preparations had 
proceeded, and to what extent the decision to go .ahead with it would depend 
on the use of the new material. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office would 
then Wish to consider, in the light of this information, whether an approach 
to defer the programme should he made by them to the BBC* 


The Committee -«■ 

1, Took note with approval of the Chairman’s summing up- 


2, Invited the Ministry of Defence - 

n. To reply to the 33C on the lines indicated; 

b. To ascertain the stage which the programme had reached 

and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office accordingly, 

- To inform the Committee of the outcome in due course. 
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rooming. The Committee took tne vie Jl^t 1? to the BBC. They therefore 

letter and not, at this 3ta ® e ’. ct f * „ from LPH(Bavy) and felt that its 
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1 • I am sorry not to have replied earlier to your letter of 
9 February concerning your proposal to make a television programme 
about the late Commander Lionel Crabb, 


2* I have consulted my colleagues on this matter and I am sorry 
to have to tell you that there seems no way in which we can assist 
you, except to advise you strongly to clear any script you may 
produce with Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning, Secretary of the 
Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee* I press this advice 
because, as you will appreciate, should there be*any improper 
disclosure of information the responsibility would lie with you 
and with any other persons concerned with, or appearing in t the 
programme* Moreover, I obviously cannot comment on the 
possibility of action being taken against any individual but 
clearly it would be only fair for you to point out to any person 
or persons concerned that they should very carefully consider 
their position before contributing to your programme. 
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, t T ? a he k /roiec?ed y BBC programme on Colander Crabb. Oar people 
about the pm j ecu a i I then be, as you say, for 

l^ar/crawford to decide if he wants the matter discussed at the 
JIC. 

I note that you would like to be kept informed of developments. 
A copy of this letter goes to Stewart Craw lord. 
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Proponed BBC Television rrc^r^ c.i Cdr. Ctc - 


Thank you Tor your ininuto l/?2/C2AI> of l^th 

April. 
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/our advice 
e vIdus 
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0 end ethers 
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.id that in 


Tho question of the proposed TV broadcast on 
Crabb sooas to mo (es I have told Poter En£l_. b; 
telephone} to roico icnuea of poos ibis JIG^ir.^rel 
I era therefore copying your minute (a; I hr.vo cop. 
tho previous ninute from Potor England) to th- 
aocrotary of tho JIG, eo coll aa to Brian Korbury an 
our Private Office* 


In tho circuiristoriceo, X tt± 11 not caartent on your 
draft letter to David Barlow until X know if tho JIC 
havo views. 
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EEC TV .Oiii.E v ,:j cii coii.AhDUR crabs 


In his minute of 12 April, copied to you, AU3 (D-fence Staff) a._hed 
£*2 I. prepare a draft reply from Did? (Navy) to the producer of the pro-.. 
pro 


,t I 


. me and that this should be referred to you. 


I attach a first "cockshy" draft and v/ould be most grateful for your advice 
and suggested amendments s I assume that you have already seen the previous 
correspondence - One point v/hich occurred to me on reading the letter from 

Mr Darlow was that the un-named ex- naval diver has already committed a prima facie 
c nlravention of the C "ficiri 3 crets Act in tellin_ I_r Drrl v: t’ ’.o :...d ethers 
actually went under Russian ships, I have mentioned this to AUu (1 fence Staff) 
who feels that wo would not at this stage wish to take tills further and that in 
the letter to the 233 mention of the "D" notice is sufficient. 
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jjapjtt LiYikh tc david jy.-Uc::. bbc, :\z 7:1,1: a;:.:(r;^vT) 

I m sorry not to have replied earlier to your letter of ^ February 
about your proposal to make a television programme on the late 
Coriander Lionel Crabby 

I have consulted my colleagues on this matter and I am sorry to have 
to toll you that it appears unlikely that there is any way in which we can 
usefully assise you, Having said that * it also spy car s appropriate to 
remind you that despite the passage of time- this is a subject which could 
well be fraught with security difficulties.and I am sure that should 
nevertheless decide to proceed you will have a very careful eye to this 
aspect# You will appreciate that should there be any illegal or improper 
disclosure the responsibility would lie with you and with ary other persons 


concerned or appearing in the programme* and clearly I car-no t at this stage' 
comment on the possibility of action being taken against any individual. 

X would therefore strongly recommend that any script you may produce 
should be cleared with Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning* Secretary of vie 
Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee who will be able to advise ycu of 


an\ ir D M notice angles. 
































nth April, 1972 




1 am grateful to Peter England for keeping me in touch with 
developments inside the Ministry of Defence about th^ projected BBC 
TV programme or. Commander Crabb. T must confesE that I am a bit 
disturbed about semi of the possible implications of (hit enterprise - 
not least the apparent emergence of a maci,still living who claims to be 
able to throw fresh light on the whole affair. This need not amount to 
much; alternatively, however, it could be the beginning of quite a lot of 
trouble. 
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. * 


[ c ■ 


The project has obvious implications in terms both of security and 
of relations with the Soviet Union; and 1 should have thought that^before you 
enter into any commitment with the B BC^the FCO 

ought to bo brought into the discussion, 1 have mentioned the matter to 
Stewart Crawford, who agrees and would, be grateful if you could arrange 
f or him to be briefed about the BBC proposal. I think that thereafter he 
may wish to discuss it at the TIC; but that i& for him to say, 

1 am sending Stewart a copy of this letter; may I leave it to you to 
get in touch with him direct - although i should bo grateful to be kept 
informed of developments. 


THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS 

RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4) 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 


Jir James Dunnett, GC3, CMC 
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COVERIHQ SECRET 

! 13 APR | 


\ T-.^FT office 

073 #. 

PR 1972 


Prori 
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Pro: rrLrme about Coo wilder Crabb 


Mr- P.T-E, England baa copied to ym^lus minute 
AUS (defence Staff)/193 of 12th April- f 

Wbanflr- England telephoned ms about this yesterday, 
f V 1 aaid that (without having seen the back-ground papers) 

the ratter seemed to be one of JIG interest. 

I am therefore copying this minute, with a ieror 
J^ copsy of AUS/193, to l«r- Herman- 


Stafr}/19; 


F V***hv - 

W rii 
■ V*rr + n , ^ 

_ I 


(c »J- Child) 


l^th April 1 VI? 
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COVERING SECRET 


12 April 1972 
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Sec/DPEC 

Cabinet Office Child) ^ 
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EPR (Savy} to'the'producer o^h- ff aft a ^ 

#£« is nfaLKci ™ ««•<*. Dor^ 

the 33C Should clear the oo^-- C * V °-r feut t>iat 
in ease there are ary «3' Hotiee angled al 
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(Sr<n p. t. 13. r;::;i and 

■P T E Etf&LAtfD 
AUS (Defence Staff) 



12 April 1972 
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Copy to: 


Re r* re eiccl_.J)N U 9 



P3/PUS 

AUS(NS) 

CPR 

Hoad of 02(AD) 
Head of 1)511 
Head of DS12 


PROPOSED BBC ?Y PRQGRAKMB QN COEBlAfrllER craBB 

# 

1* 1 oui j,iUo( jJo //l74 of 6th April 1972, the only , T) 1 

relevani to the case of Crabb is 'D' Notice No tO British”"" 

2. So much has already been published on Crabb soma faring 

much speculative that I doubt whether any signified ntSi£ht 

cun he Cotit on ^ue affair concerning Crabb iiinsoif, ° 

3^ However, it is a fact that a naval team from "Yemen" did - 
Russian ships and I suspect the new evidence is frofoal TtlLll 

ss^assisstas eecret aadaMveiati - 

!I* T? v a ^ ee ttia * should give no assistance but perhaus CP?, 
nuy like to suggest to Barlow that he clears his script with „ 

5* In view of paragraph 3 I have classified this minute secret* 


THIS 

IS A COPY THE ORIGINAL IS 

RETA 

INED UNDER SECTION 3 (4) 

0F1 

HE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 


11th April 1972. 


i 



Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning 
Secretary/DPBC, 

Room ,6354, Ext 2206, 

Main Building. 
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) attacjiment 


Roe/DPyC 

Copy to i 

ps/rus 

aus (m) 

CPR 

Hoad of C2 (AD) 
Hoad of B3 11 
Head of DS 12 


PROPOSES BBC TV PP,0GRAXT5 01? COI^ASPER CRABB 

1, I attach a copy of a minute by AUS (ES) which is 
self^explanatory. Please see in particular paragraph 4* 
It seems to me i 


a. any advice you may be able to give could be 
related only to any ’U 1 Notice which may be relevant 
to the case 




b* if we are up against real political and/or^ 
security difficulties I must let the Cabinet Office 
know as soon as possible 



neau UI w ■■ ; 

consistency in an area with which some oi us ar^ 


constantly Involved. 

Certainly this seems to be yet another case In v.hicn v 
Ministry of defence should give neither assistance nor 
hostages to fortune. 



PTE EITGLAlTD 
AOS {Defence Staff) 


6 April 131Z 
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jfljsf Brief Details of Enclosures 


1 


service 

comment 

v 


2, As the BBC ere not asking uo for Eictivc assistance 
in preparing the programme, which we would presumably 
refuse very"firmly, I would not think we can do much to 
discourage it other than to make it clear that the 
reeponslb 5.1 ity for any illegal or improper disclosures 
would rent firmly on the BBC and the individuals concerned 
Any idea that we would indemnify them, collectively or 
individually, in advance against either proceedings under 
the Official Secrets Acts or review of a Service pension 
bcc^u?o of Improper b c h n v i our by the recipient is sell■“ 
evidently absurdhowever great the political and 
practical diff icultleo of either course. 1 unde re land, 
that the Admiralty Board hno power of review of a 
pension but would be grateful if head of lib i>ould 
on this and any other relevant aspects - 

3 , Subject to this, and if you agree, US of S(PlO should 

be shown these papers and aaked to approve that ^ 

should tell the Producer, Mr* Darlow, that on the basis of 
the information In his letter of 9th February the Ministry 
of Defence can only 

av i note that the BBC may make a programme about the 
: -i : Crobb case; 

b * exp re as n prclimina ry view that we are 
- unlikely to wish to assist in its preparation 
j or be associated with itj 

decline to comment formally on the hypothetical 
possibility of any individual being proceeded 
i against under the Official Secrete Acts or for 
any other reason, but remind the BBC that they 
and the individuals concerned would be 
responsible for any illegal or improper disclosure. 

li. Unfortunately, the BBC letter was a month old before 
It reached VCNS level and I am reluctaru, 1,0 widen t.ic 
con oultatlon farther. But because of the special ^ 

Mrrum&tnnces of the Crabb case and the possible impiicavio 

for the Services Press and Broadcasting Committee, x am / 

copying this minute and the letter to AUS(D Staxfj^ano f 

™ SUSS.'SX.Si«. w» u»» 

Admiral Denning informally on points of doubt* 


c. 
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Zs 


7> 


* ti 1 


AJJS(ES) 


Uth April 1972 
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Dear Hr. Jack; 


As I Meriti a nod on the. telephone, I aa investigating the 
possibility of malting a thirty-minute* television programme on 
the mysterious die appear ance of Commander Lionel Crabb in IQbG, 
The programme would examine each of the various theories put 
forward, and would consist very largely of previoua1y-pub 1ished 
material, Ue would hope to break bo mo new ground; however, and 
here I should welcome your advice on any security problems 
that might arise. ' ; 


But, first of all a breakdown of the programme itself* 

i! » < 

• "t ► 

1*' Crabb, the legend - lie role service during and 

; L after the war (library film) - his strange 
personality - the sudden disappearance. 

* 

2*, The political background - B and IC 1 s visit - 

i the Russian cruisers - Kruschev refers to a spy - 
talks end coolly - Eden’s donisi of espionage 
operation - body found by fisherman - inquest* 

r • 1 ■ ! s 3 

* . 

3*, Sunday Times Theory ; Crabb hired by British 
j; p Intelligence - physically unfit - dived under 
!i ‘ '■ cruisers, died of blood poisoning - trapped 
■ underwater in Langstone harbour - drifted free 
fourteen months later - positively identified 
at inquest* i 

: . | * * 

4. ;■ i] o r n a r d M_u t»t on j T h c o ry i Crabb dived under 

cruisers - captured by Russians - interrogated - 

!, alive in Russia today. 

+ «■ 1 

I 

6. Off i c 1 a! _ ve r si o n, * Crabb died testing now apparatus 
in Btokes Bay «■ nov confirmed by another diver, 
colleague of Crabb 1 ©, who says that he and others 
* actually went under Russian ships# 


As you can see, almost the whole programme consists of 
widely published material* The only new information arises in 
( 5 , ) - the diver who claims that Cr ab b d i d die i n Mt oho a Bay. 

•Hi i is t this docs confirm the official version of Crabb 1 s dcyith, 
the tii nil t no ve rthelesn j is reluctant to appear on television ik'r 
fear of reprisals by the Minis try of Defence* 


































il %f **»■ A 


_* SUmrAtarv of State 

i ■ t 

< - ' 9 - 


lin parti c.\\ lor he fearn that Uia Navy pension (ho is nov retired 
from tlic Service) night be jeopardised. 

My own guess id that the criterion by which yon would 
atoftena this matter io "whether or not it would tend to endanger 
nationd! security” * and in that case I think you would agree 
that the para aage of time has rendered this incident h arm lean* 

It can have little relevance t.o present-day security operations 
or organisation. 

* . *■ r 

* 

f . , 

I ah on Id welcome your observations on the programmej and 
look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 


< L 


i 


f .4 


| I 


Yours sincerely, 


:7 . 

■ v***- 



(David Dariow) 
Producer, To 1 o v i s i o n 
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Ministry of Defence, 
Vflii t eh al 11 
LOhJjQJJ, S,’/, 1* 


































TfnH^r Secretary of State 
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Copies to: 

Sac/VCK3 
* AUS(NS) 

✓Vusfr starr) 
c??. 
d?3(:t) 

Commodore Int Dis 
BlvSY 

Head of DS 5 



Ha viryr consulted Hood of XPP, I v/Ill deal 
:Ir ^ with tne questions of pensions mentioned in 
Para 2 of 156 and in the BBC’s letter, 

2, Under the Admiralty Pensions Act and the 
forfeiture Act, the Department may at its discretion 
suspend (and restore later) or forfeit a pension 
on account of ” 

> ■ ■ 

a* Misconduct by the pensioner; 

D * Conviction of a serious offence connected 
with the Service; 

c* Grave criminal offences; 

d. Any other criminal offence resultin'* in 
sentence of imprisonment exceeding six 
months * 

It seems most uni lice ly that if the BBC ! s 
(anonymous) diver took part in the proposed- 

P- "-'oe we snould nave any cause to take action 
concerning his pension, 

... 

3- ^ The said diver does of course remain subject 
yO ihc Official cecrets Act and depending on what 
no says might lay himself ooen to orescent^ on fo" 1 
y-l^ul disclosure 0 r infection. r s kpect? • 
no,*ever, uer ^he 'passage of time and bearing in 

mind the Departmental view that there is no" 
security objection to the programme that the 
Director of Public Prosecutions v/ould be unlikely 
to bring a prosecution. 


h. At the inquest on Commander Crsbbe, the 
Coroner returned an ouen verdict. If, therefore 
the diver mentioned by the BBC has and discloses ? 
information relevant to the death of Commander Crabbo 
which he deliberately withheld back in 1957 - 
might find himself in trouble with the 
uthcrities on that score, 
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Minute Sheet No, St/uV 1, *J CCh 
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Minutes and Brief Malls of Enclosures 




5, On the General question of a TV progra^c 
about Corr^ande r C rabbe, I mis t invite attention to 
the fact that the Prime Minister personally made 
a statement in the House of Commons on 9 lay 1956 
(Col 1225-1 £2$) in which he said:- 

u It would not be in the public interest 

to disclose the circumstances in which-—_-—— 

Commander Crabbo is presumed"to"have mot 
his death," 

On lij. Hay (Columns 1757 to 1758) on a motion by 
the late Hr riugh Gait shill (who divided the House) 
the Prime Minister again refused to be drawn on 
the subject of Commander Grabbe f s death, 

5, I do not personally know the story of the 
Crabbo affair but if the Prime Minister's reticence 
was due to political reasons or diplomatic reasons 
or security reasons (or a combination of such 
reasons) then even though security reasons can now 
apparently be discounted, Ministers may still not 
wish publicity to be given to this matter and may 
indeed wish the BBC tc be discouraged (so far as 
this is possible) from proceeding with the 
croposed nrograitme, Otherwise I agree entirely 

with AUS(KS)*s minute. 


7* I have made this docket STAPP-IN-CGhFlDBHC: 



if X BOMPPIY 
Head of IvL 
5 April 1972 
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